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useful in the examination of urine and faeces ; 3 per cent, hydro-
chloric acid in alcohol (acid-alcohol) is now frequently used as a
decolorizing agent.
Neisser's Method (Modified) for Diphtheria Bacilli
Solution A
Methylene-blue      .         .        .        .        .         1 g.
Absolute alcohol    .....       50 ml.
Glacial acetic acid .         .         .         .         .        50 ml.
Distilled water       .....   1,000 ml.
Solution B
Crystal-violet        .         .         .        .         .         1 g.
Absolute alcohol   .        .        .        .        .10 ml.
Distilled water.....300 ml.
(1)  Mix 2 parts of solution A and 1 part of solution B and stain
film for 30-60 seconds.
(2)  Wash in water.
(3)  Stain with Bismarck-brown (0-2 per cent.) for 30-60 seconds.
(4)  Wash in water and dry.
The granules of the bacilli are bluish-black and the protoplasm
is light brown in colour.
Moeller's Method for Spores. (1) Carbol-fuchsin, steam for
5 minutes.
(2)  Wash in water.
(3)  Decolorize by treatment with spirits for a few seconds.
(4)  Wash in water.
(5)  Counter-stain with methylene-blue for 2 minutes.
(6)  Wash in water and dry.
The spores are stained bright red and the bacterial protoplasm
blue.
Staining of Capsules
Hiss's Method* (1) Add gentian-violet solution, heat until
steam rises and leave for 20-30 seconds.
Saturated alcoholic solution  of gentian-
violet        ......      1 part.
Distilled water      .        *        .        .        .19 parts.
(2) Wash off the stain with 20 per cent, copper sulphate
solution and dry, without washing, between blotting-paper.
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